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Federal Legislative Priorities
This document outlines the priorities of the Governing Body for the 2021 
Federal legislative session. This document is in priority order.

Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) Funding 
The CDBG program is an effective form of federal assistance 
to local governments for mobilizing resources and addressing 
community, economic development, physical infrastructure, 
and housing needs. Moreover, it is the most effective federal 
block grant program and the model against which all future 
programs should be measured.

The availability of CDBG funds is critical to the City’s ongoing 
efforts to meet the needs of low-to moderate-income people 
and families, to stabilize older neighborhoods, and to support 
and encourage economic development and business growth. 

Specifically, CDBG funding was used to assist 293 low-income 
families over the past five years through childcare subsidies, 
allowing their parents to enter or re-enter the workforce 
to provide a better living environment. Subsistence living 
payments have been made to residents with 495 persons 
assisted over the past five years. Additionally, the City has 
been able to leverage city funds with $125,000 in CDBG funds 
to make improvements to 31 homes under a minor home 
repair program during the past five years. Besides these direct 
reimbursements, the City has been able to leverage $840,000 
in CDBG funds, over the past five years, to make stormwater 
collection and street and sidewalk improvements on five 
separate projects—projects that otherwise may not have 
been undertaken in older neighborhoods where ditch section 
streets were located and flooding was a frequent occurrence.

is the challenge private crossings pose. Private crossings are 
particularly difficult to address due to the lack of regulatory 
authority by the Federal Railroad Administration (FRA) to help 
quiet horns at these crossings.

The City of Shawnee has three remaining crossings at which 
Quiet Zones would be feasible. Engineering studies have 
confirmed that the creation of these three Quiet Zones would 
cost the City over $1.3 million. 

The City of Shawnee requests federal funding assistance in 
establishing Quiet Zones and that the FRA become involved 
with private crossing issues.
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In 2020, the City received $414,752 in CDBG Coronavirus 
Funds through the Federal CARES Act. The City allocated 
these funds for public service provider assistance and lease 
or mortgage assistance for small businesses affected by the 
coronavirus.  We know our local businesses and charities have 
been impacted by the virus, but the strict federal guidelines 
placed on distribution of these funds made it nearly impossible 
to dispense the funds.  The City is requesting the federal 
government reduce the administrative burdens attached 
to these funds and allow Cities to set their own distribution 
requirements. 

The City of Shawnee supports full funding of CDBG. CDBG 
should be maintained as a separate and distinct block grant 
program with direct funding to cities with populations greater 
than 50,000 and maximum flexibility and local autonomy in 
using grant funds. Associated key policies and resources 
should be streamlined and reduce barriers which advance 
affordability, availability, quality, and access to economic 
and social opportunities.

Railroad Crossing Assistance
Quality of life concerns as well as good stewardship of limited 
City resources are critical issues to our residents. Over the past 
few years, many of our residents have expressed increased 
concern over train horns at several Burlington Northern Santa 
Fe (BNSF) street crossings in our City. Between the three lines, 
there are approximately 126 trains going through per day. The 
amount of trains using one of these rail lines is so high that it 
results in an almost continuous amount of noise pollution in the 
crossing areas. 

The City of Shawnee is aware of the federal laws and 
regulations that guide train horn activity and establish Quiet 
Zones to reduce or eliminate the sounding of train horns at 
designated crossings. The sounding of train horns at crossings 
is a substantial concern for the City, and we have worked 
to find solutions where we can. Most recently, the City has 
been able to acquire property and close three crossings at 
55th Street and Martindale, 59th Street and Woodland, and 
75th Street and Martindale. While the City continues to work 
on solutions, there are costs that may make silencing train 
horns in the community cost prohibitive. Adding to the issue 
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Postal Facilities
The City of Shawnee, Kansas has invested nearly $40 million 
into its downtown by upgrading street, streetscape, parks, 
and stormwater infrastructure in our Nieman Corridor. A United 
States Postal Service facility is located within this main corridor 
for downtown. The Nieman facility was built in 1969 and is 
over 50 years old. During that time, the facility has not been 
maintained or upgraded in any significant way. This facility 
has and continues to generate numerous complaints due to 
building aesthetics, degraded and failing infrastructure, poor 
facility traffic circulation, and poor hours of service. The Postal 
Facility occupies nearly 1.5 acres in Shawnee’s downtown, 
and this distribution facility does not fit the future vision for 
downtown Shawnee. Although retail postal facilities often 
serve as an anchor to many central business districts, and as 
a focal point for some urbanized neighborhoods, the lack of 
maintenance and investment in this facility has created many 
concerns. A mail distribution facility with limited retail space is 
not the highest and best use for the area the Nieman postal 
facility occupies. The Postal Facility is located within a federally 
designated Economic Opportunity Zone created to stimulate 
economic reinvestment. Private developers and the City are 
interested to partner with the USPS to relocate a retail postal 
facility somewhere else in the downtown area that will allow 
this larger parcel to be open for redevelopment. Without any 
planned maintenance or upgrades to the facility, the existing 
facility will continue to negatively impact future growth and 
prosperity within downtown Shawnee.  

Taxable Debt Issues
The tax-exempt status of municipal bonds has existed since 
1913 when the federal income tax was instituted. Recently, 
there has been increased mention of eliminating tax-exempt 
status for municipal securities or impairing its value to investors 
by capping the benefit of the tax-exemption. Additionally, 
municipal bond issuers lost access to a valuable tool in the 
TCJA of 2017 with the elimination of tax-exempt advance 
refundings. 

The City strongly opposes any legislation that removes the tax-
exempt interest status of municipal securities or any impairment 
in the value of the tax-exemption to investors. Removing the 
tax-exempt status of municipal bonds or impairing their value 
to investors would make issuing debt for capital projects more 
costly for cities.

The City also respectfully requests Congress restore issuers’ pre-
2018 rights to one tax-exempt advance refunding in the life of 
each municipal bond. Advance refundings are an important 
tool for issuer flexibility and to lower the overall borrowing costs 
for local taxpayers.
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